
 

Neighbours Day Aotearoa: 19-20 March 2016 

Whether you live in a suburb, in an apartment or on a rural property, you have neighbours –  and knowing                                              

your neighbours matters. We believe that every connection you have with your neighbours makes your neighbourhood more friendly, 

fun and safe.  By encouraging better connected neighbourhoods and more everyday ‘neighbourliness’, neighbours can be stronger and 

more resilient, significantly enhancing the wellbeing of individuals, family/whanau and the wider community. We know that stronger 

neighbourhoods can be part of the successful antidote for many social issues.  

As a Neighbourhood Support Group this is an ideal time to have a gathering  of your Group to get to know each other better, meet new 

residents in your area and a time to update contact details for your contact list. If you want blank Household Detail Forms for gathering 

contact details download them from http://www.nsrotorua.info/forms or contact the office, by phone to 349-470 or by email to 

nsrotoua@clear.net.nz, and ask for some to be sent out . 

Here are some ideas from the Neighbours Day Aotearoa website, http://neighboursday.org.nz/  

1. Start simple If you know your neighbours, ask for their ideas and assistance with organising your activity. If you don’t, introduce 

yourself or do a flyer drop with your contact details asking for help. Keep your activities simple and easy, saying hello over the 

fence is just as important as hosting a get together. Most importantly, have fun!  

2. Follow up with neighbours regularly chat about your ideas, make a plan and delegate tasks. Gather contact details so you can 

keep in touch in the weeks leading up to Neighbours Day weekend.  

3. Organise invitations download an invitation template in our Resources section of the website or make your own. Drop them into 

letterboxes at least two weeks before or go door-to-door to invite them in person. Go with a buddy to be safe.  

4. Remind everyone again, keep your neighbours involved and take up offers of help. A few days before the event, drop a reminder 

in letter boxes!  

5. Be a great host and plan to stay in touch arrive early to set up and welcome people, look out for those people that don’t know 

anyone and introduce them to neighbours you know. Collect neighbours contact details (if they are happy to share them) so you 

can keep in contact year round and add to your Neighbourhood Support Group Telephone List.  
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Our Supporting 
Organisations: Woman dies after power cut turns off 

breathing machine! 

This was a recent headline which brings to the forefront why     

Neighbourhood Support exists. Neighbours are encouraged to get to 

know neighbours so that they are there to support each other. 

In the contact information gathered on each registered household 

there is included a section for recording known medical conditions a 

person using an electrically powered breathing machine should have 

that recorded. If a power outage occurs then the Group is aware of 

that medical need and help may be able to be provided until        

emergency staff can arrive 

On another note, crime does occur everywhere but based on     

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua statistics, NSR areas have only 18% 

of Rotorua residential crime yet the area coverage is at over 37% of 

occupied households. It is quite clear less crime does occur in    

Neighbourhood Support areas. 

Ensure you are registered with you Contact Person and details are 

kept up to date. 



A Note From The Chair, Pauline Evans: 

I have just heard a newsflash  – Christchurch had suffered another strong earthquake. Bad memories of the previous two devastating 
earthquakes flood back, the serious loss of life, the stress and anxiety caused from the quakes and their aftershocks, and of the loss of 
some of our most beautiful historical buildings. My heart went out to the good people of that region who would have lived through that 
heart stopping and terrifying moment all over again with the most recent event.  

On a positive side the infrastructure and strengthening seems to have held and there has been no loss of life and no serious damage 
reported to date, for this we are all very grateful. 

However it does raise again the issue our own preparedness in the face of a disaster. How ready are we, do we all have an exit plan, a 
strategy for meeting up if and when the big one strikes?  Do we have emergency survival kits, when were they last updated? 

Do you know your neighbours?? Please get out and get connected to your neighbours, Neighbours Day is on from 19 – 20 March 2016. 
If you need any ideas or support for something you have planned in your neighbourhood I know Bruce would like to hear about it.  

I think especially of the elderly, disabled, those on life support machines, those young mothers home alone, the list goes on and on. 
Thank you for supporting Neighbourhood Support – if you see something that does not look right – trust your gut instinct – call the Po-
lice and tell someone. 

NEWSFLASH: We have shortlisted candidates, and are working through the interview process to find a part time co-ordinator to work 
alongside Bruce.   

A Message From Courtney, (Senior Sergeant Community and Youth Services, Rotorua Police)  

Kia Ora, 
Neighbours day 2016 is a great initiative, and one that I support. On top of being a great excuse to share a 
meal and have some fun with those that live around you, it also provides a valuable opportunity to dis-
cuss emergency plans, share contact details, and come to agreements on what actions will be taken in       
different situations.  For instance, we all have different skills and resources which will be valuable should 
our city fall victim to a natural disaster. To know what those are before the event means we’ll be better 

prepared to face it. On another note, Rotorua Police have successfully apprehended several burglars recently because neighbourhoods 
reported suspicious behaviour to the Police on 111. If something or someone seems out of place, or is behaving suspiciously, please 
call 111 straight away.  Until next time… 

A Note From Bruce: 

We have already had over a sixth of 2016, time does fly!!! Welcome back everyone, a new year but still crimes   go 
on. Neighbourhood Support Groups do help to reduce the level of crime in their area. 

I encourage all Groups to get to know each other better and a great opportunity to do this is Neighbours Day      
Aotearoa which is held on the weekend 19-20 March. Organise a get together of your Group and get to know your 
neighbours. In an emergency it is your neighbours who are closest at hand to help. 

It is important Groups receive communication quickly. It can be made quicker if each Group has an email   
contact to which information can be sent. The recipient can then pass it on to the Group Contact Person for            
distribution. Those who receive an email on behalf of the Group should check their emails regularly and  pass 
them on or distribute them immediately to all registered members of your Group, don’t delay. 

Let me know your Group’s email, send it to: nsrotrua@clear.net.nz 

If a Group doesn’t have anyone with email we will still send information to you by the post.  

Review of 2015 

Based on unofficial statistics which Neighbourhood Support Rotorua keep, the following are findings from 

residential Rotorua compared to previous years. The level of crime ebbs and flows each year. Reports of 

suspicious behaviour help to reduce this. Of note there has been a decrease in residential crime by       

approximately 11% in Neighbourhood Support areas. 

In Neighbourhood Support residential areas there have been slightly more burglaries, unlawful taking  

motor vehicles and unlawful interference of motor vehicles but there are less thefts, thefts from cars and wilful damage compared to 

the  previous year. On analysing of residential burglaries, in Neighbourhood Support areas 50% occurred in properties which were   

insecure with windows/doors/garages left open or doors left unlocked. 

The conclusion: you are less likely to have a crime committed in a Neighbourhood Support area, less likely if you register your           

household details and you can further reduce the level of burglaries by ensuring your property is always secure.  

Grey St Regular Get Together 


