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Neighbourhood Support Rotorua 

Supported By: 

Covid-19 Advice 

With the second wave of Covid-19 hitting Auckland and reaching south due to visits by infected people, this a good time 

to remind everyone of the benefit of having an active Neighbourhood Support Group. Many Groups when the first            

lock-down occurred ensured their members were contacted and contact details updated. They also kept an eye on the 

elderly, infirmed  and those without family close by in their Group.  

The concept used by Neighbourhood Support of neighbours supporting each other, especially in times of crisis, is ideally 

suited to a pandemic situation, such as Covid-19. We encourage all recipients of the newsletter to ensure their contact      

details are with the Group Contact Person and that they are kept up to date when phone numbers, emails etc. change. 

Rural Shed Burglaries 

Since the beginning of August there have been a number of 

rural shed burglaries in the Mamaku/Hamurana area.       

Timings for them are both day and night. Items stolen       

include general farm items such as chainsaws, spray       

equipment, wet weather gear etc. 

It is recommended that all out buildings, rural and urban, are 

kept secure when left unattended.  

If anyone sees anything suspicious, person or vehicle, please 

report it to the Police immediately on 111. 

Theft From Vehicles 

A common occurrence has been theft from vehicles where 

entry has been either through unlocked doors or by smashing 

a quarter light window. 

Reduce the likelihood of this occurring by ensuring any       

unattended vehicle is locked and secure with no valuables left 

in them i.e. phones, fuel cards, pay wave cards, computers 

etc. 

Areas with the highest incidents of this occurring are: CBD, 

Glenholme and Victoria. 

New Zealand ShakeOut 
Whakahaumaru Aotearoa 

What is New Zealand ShakeOut and tsunami hīkoi? 

ShakeOut is held across the world to remind people of the 
right action to take during an earthquake  

         — Drop, Cover and Hold — 

and to practise a tsunami hīkoi (evacuation) if in a coastal 
area. 
New Zealand ShakeOut is our national earthquake drill and 
tsunami hīkoi, taking place on: 

  Thursday 15 October 2020 at 9.30am. 

Sign up on line at:  

https://getready.govt.nz/involved/shakeout/  



AGM Report From Aroha Bray, Chairperson: 

The Neighbourhood Support Rotorua Management Committee held their AGM and their 25th birthday celebration last 
month at the Rotorua Bowling Club. 

Although the attendance numbers were down from previous AGMs this is understandable with the current COVID-19       
climate.  Our meeting was so successful we gained three new Committee members and they were officially welcomed at our 
regular monthly meeting on Monday August the 10th: 

Alison Simester, Althea Oldman and Bruce Beesley, thank you for joining the Committee.  

We also said goodbye to: Erney Searle, Tanya Clover and Mike West, thank you for your service to the Committee and to 
the community, it was much appreciated. 

Also elected at that meeting: Aroha Bray -  Chairperson, Ann Wattam - Minute Secretary and Bruce Quedley -  Treasurer. 

We were really pleased that our Mayor Steve Chadwick once again attended as did NZ First MP Fletcher Tabuteau.  As well 
as these two community leaders we invited along Inspector Phil Gillbanks based here in the Rotorua Police station who is the 
BOP District Manager for Youth, Community and Family Harm.  Inspector Gillbanks shared some really interesting stories, 
facts and advice around keeping our neighbourhoods safer.  

I am extremely proud of the huge amount of work that our two staff members Bruce Quedley and Richard Perkins carry out 
on a daily basis to ensure that all Rotorua Neighbourhood Support group members are kept up to date with everything to do 
with Community Safety. 

There is always more work to do and we’re getting bigger and better each year.  We have some fresh ideas and projects that 
are currently being worked on for our neighbourhoods.  

In the meantime, please look after your immediate family members and your neighbours so that we are all as safe as can be. 

A Message From Richard Perkins, Co-ordinator 

 

There are few things more enjoyable and significant than having a neighbourhood 
support group in your street.  We have just undergone a Covid-19 lock-down that 
none of us expected nor wanted in our community.   In spite of this invader,         
communities have shown their resilience and became an even stronger group of 
neighbours that cared for each other.  This spirit of caring for our neighbours has 
again resurged and with our recent restrictions we have experienced a number of 
areas who have asked to become neighbourhood support groups and caring for our 
nearby friends and for those in need.  We also need to be realistic about the   future 
as it portrays a sense of caution on our new tomorrow.   

Unfortunately the trends of crime still continue, and family violence is not being 
eradicated from our communities.  Please increase the reporting to the police of this 
problem by either calling 105 or reporting online.  If it is happening now, please call 
111. I do call for more support from our community to stand up against this menace.  
We all want families in safe neighbourhoods and our children to grow up with a 
healthy and safe home.  We all care for the future of both ourselves and our loved 
ones and as a community, it is our responsibility to care for those around us.   

I can convey that Neighbourhood Support is still growing in numbers, a trend that 
inspires us.  Mamaku is now active and the expansion to other rural areas is in      
progress.  A huge thank you to so many street contacts and deputies who are active 
and do care for their own corner of the earth.  Our future projects include expanding 
our volunteer group to assist with support task groups and the Schools Project.  
These do need Neighbourhood Support volunteers who are physically well and     
active.   

As I look back on a very tricky year, I am still very proud of being part of this          
magnificent organisation.  To all our Street Contacts and Deputies, we are grateful 
for your help and support, and wish you the very best as we head towards the end of 
the year.  You are an amazing group of volunteers. Thank you 

Have you changed your 

household members, 

address, phone number, 

mobile, email? 

Have you removed your 

home landline phone? 

Let the office know     

immediately, so our    

records are up to date.  


