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Burglary Total Down For 2020 

Looking at the number of burglaries in the Rotorua District shows a decrease on previous years. This was mainly due to the 

impact of the Covid lockdown. Suburb totals have been posted on the website with a link on the Home page. The national 

trend in the lockdown period was a reduction of burglaries. However not all suburbs reduced their overall total. This needs 

to be a warning for everyone: always keep your home security up, even when things look good. 

Prevention is better and less heart breaking than coming home to a burglary. Always ensure windows and doors are secure, 

when you leave home. When you are home ensure that any windows left open for ventilation are fitted with security    

catches, doors are locked and in homes with internally accessed garages that the garage door is down and locked. 

Be secure, think secure and prevent the heart ache of a burglary! 

Neighbours Day 20-30 March 2021 

Each year Neighbourhood Support Rotorua encourages the Groups 
to have a get together at least once a year gathering, some do it 
more often. 

The get together enables neighbours to meet neighbours  and 
builds up the communication network in your Group area. It could 
be a barbeque, an afternoon or morning tea. Each Group does what 
it is comfortable doing. 

It is also a time to update contact details for the Group, you can 
complete the form on line at the website,  

nsrotorua.info/registration/  

request forms from the office or download update forms from our 
website:  

http://www.nsrotorua.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-
Household-Detail-Form.pdf 

From Neighbourhood Support New Zealand: 

The countdown to Neighbours Day Aotearoa 2021 in on. This 
year's event runs from March 20 - 30th with the theme          
being 'The Great Plant Swap' as an easy way for                          
neighbourhoods to grow stronger together.   

 
You could get involved by doing any of the following: 

 
•    swap seeds with a neighbour 
•    a plant gift for your neighbour with something you’ve grown 
•    take some flowers to a neighbour 
•    organise a produce swap 
•    share garden tips or recipes for food in season 
•    create community gardens/berm pollinator pathways  
•    a working bee in the garden for those with mobility issues 
•    a friendly neighbourhood BBQ and encourage people to 
bring something home grown 
 

The options are endless! At the end of the day, our shared aim 
is to help bring people together by encouraging intentional   
connection with our neighbours. Whether that be organising a 
street party, sharing a cuppa, or simply saying ‘Kia Ora!” to 
those who live around you, every action helps to create a safer 
and more connected New Zealand. 

 
To learn more, visit: neighboursday.org.nz/join-in  

Thank you supporters of 

Neighbourhood Support Rotorua: 



A Message From Richard Perkins, Co-ordinator 
What a whirlwind of a year – it was a storm that we did not see coming.  Our thoughts may be largely occupied with the Covid pandemic 

that we had to suffer and the huge sacrifices that Kiwi’s everywhere had to make.  Now we have a new year ahead and with the experi-

ences we have gained, we can make more informed decisions about our lifestyles and readiness.  We at the NS office are modifying our 

way of working to further enhance our abilities to be a more effective.  

Being prepared – that is the buzz word.  We would be wise to proceed with caution and care.  The recent scare and changes to alert lev-

els once again reminds us that it is not over.  Let us not forget that the virus is rampant in many parts of the world.   Each of us has an 

opportunity to revamp our home safety plans to be prepared.   Covid, earthquakes and storms all tend to give us a jolt about being pre-

pared, and I share a few ideas on what being prepared means.  

Work as a family, or a group of friends.  This is a friendly way of becoming prepared and showing that deep Kiwi as resilience.  Consider a 

situation where you are stuck at home possibly without electricity for 7 days. 

Keep at least one gas bottled filled.  You never know when it becomes a much needed item. 
Emergency kit:  Torch, Radio, Batteries etc – what would you need for 7 days if stuck at home.  Check the expiry date of the items in 

your medical kit. 
Food and water, for yourselves and your pets – they too need your support 
Most importantly – keep smiling, in spite of emergencies, you are prepared.   Positive attitude sure goes a long way.   

 

If you do have to leave your area/city for a few days your getaway plan will include your emergency kit and documents that should be 

ready for you to grab and go.  Also have food and water for pets.  It just takes a bit of time to be prepared.    

Good news for our street contacts and deputies.  Firstly, we can all be immensely proud to have informed and prepared Street Contacts.  

We thank our volunteers who selflessly spend their time and do their part – we must value and support them as best we can.   

Secondly, we have acquired funding to hold interesting and informative workshops for our street contacts and deputies who are key to 

the greater Rotorua district.   They have a few very pleasant surprises to look forward too during March and April.  Updating and improv-

ing our systems is important and it is going to be very interesting indeed. 

Another update is with the Privacy Act which has increased their stringent terms.  NS Rotorua is responding with a more detailed joining 

form and other security measures.  The joining form is available from our website and is available to be downloaded. 

We all have much to look forward to in the new year.  My message is a simple one to our resilient Kiwi’s.  Be Prepared  

Privacy Statement 

To ensure that Neighbourhood Support Rotorua abides by the Privacy Act 2020 the privacy statement on our registration 
form “Household Detail Form” has been changed to included how information is stored, what is stored and who has access 
to it. The statement is not printed here but if you wish to read it go to our website nsrotorua.info and click on the “Forms” 
heading where you can find the link to it. 

The registration form has been modified with a statement on the front reading: Please read the Privacy Statement on the 
second page of this form before completing it. By completing this form you are agreeing to the Privacy Statement. 

Message from Civil Defence Rotorua  
In his article above Richard has provided a great reminder about some of the important things we all need to do in order to prepare for a 
natural disaster.  Something that is often mentioned during discussions about the COVID-19 situation is the danger of New Zealanders 
becoming complacent.  This is the same challenge that exists in respect of preparation for any emergency.   

The problem is this.  When people believe the likelihood of something happening is small, they are less inclined to put any effort into pre-
paring for it – even when the consequences for failing to prepare could be catastrophic.  The good news is preparing for an emergency is 
an easy task that does not take a lot of time.   

Rotorua Lakes Council have developed a free resource called “Recipes for Disaster”, which is a comprehensive guide to preparing for an 
emergency.  You can pick up a copy from the Civil Defence display in the entrance to the Council Civic building, or request a copy by 
emailing emergency.management@rotorualc.nz     

Bruce Horne, Civil Defence Controller and Coordinator for Emergency Preparedness  
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