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It has been said that anybody can steer a ship but it takes a true captain to navigate the storm safely. The character of 

people is tested not during times of calm, but during trials and tribulations.  Such is the quality of the character 

displayed within Neighbourhood Support.   

Our episode with Covid is both a wakeup call, but also a call to action.  I can proudly state that the year we have had 

has been one of empowering our Street Contacts and actively engaging with our groups. 

Nothing is more important in Neighbourhood Support than the combined efforts of Street Contacts and I wish to thank 

all of them for the relentless dedication.  Over the past few months, we have held a number of information workshops 

to assist and provide insightful guidance in their task.  These workshops provided a very useful platform to work 

together and further increase the database should emergencies occur.  Thanks to the efforts of our Street Contacts, 

our numbers have grown to just over the 10 000 homes since our lockdown experience with Covid.  We are standing 

at 629 groups and a further 123 deputies.  The training and information workshops also played a part with these 

successes. 

Regarding these workshops, I wish to personally thank the Police officers and our CDEM Co-ordinator Linda Johnston 

for engaging with the group at every workshop we have held.  Their input has been most welcoming, timely and we 

thank them for their dedication.  I also with to thank our NS Committee who also assisted with various projects and 

appreciate the warm heart behind their selfless actions.  By the end of the year, we should have completed our project 

to hold workshops for every area in our district.  

What inspires both Bruce Quedley (Administrator) and I to continue growing our audience, is the feedback we receive 

from Street Contacts, businesses, supporters and other concerned ratepayers.  Problems are just an opportunity for 

finding solutions and the results provide a happy and safe environment.  The only way forward is one step at a time, 

with a positive attitude and a smiling countenance.  We shall persevere in all areas central and rural with the latest 

Marae coming on board in Koutu.  All people are inclusive in our vision and we are also grateful for our new partner 

FENZ with whom we signed an memorandum of understanding last year. 

In conclusion – everyone working together with the common goal of a safer community is hugely rewarding and it is 

an honour for us to serve the community.    

From our office, our best wishes for a safe and growing year ahead.   
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Richard Perkins 

NS Coordinator Rotorua and BOP District Representative 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SUPPORT ROTORUA 

C/- Rotorua Police Station  

Private Bag 3044,  

Rotorua 3046 

 

Phone: 349-9470 

mailto:nsrotorua@gmail.com

